
Mckenzie Berry is crowned 
homecoming queen by last 
year’s queen, Noelle Heffner.
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CEO Program Expands
seniors are enrolled in the CEO 
program. That number includes 
48 students from VWHS, seven 
students from Crestview, and 12 
students from Lincolnview.
     To provide instruction and 
guidance for all the students now 
enrolled in the program, Mrs. 
Schroeder has joined Mr. Koontz 
as a CEO advisor. Together, they 
oversee the internship opportuni-
ties, coordinate with the businesses, 
and work with the students to make 
sure theirs is a good experience 
and that they complete the require-
ments of the course.
     Because of the value and grow-
ing popularity of the program, rep-
resentatives from schools across the 
state have visited Van Wert to learn  

about what the CEO opportunity 
offers, and Mr. Koontz has deliv-
ered presentations at the state level.
     Students who want to participate 
in the program need to be trust-
worthy, dependable, and academi-
cally secure. Next years’ senior 
students can sign up during regis-
tration for next year’s classes.

     The CEO program is an out-
standing real-world internship op-
portunity for seniors. The program 
launched three years ago, created 
by Mr. Koontz and Mr. Priest for 
seniors who want to gain valuable 
work experience with businesses 
and agencies in our area.   
     The program began with just 11 
VWHS students but has grown and 
expanded to include seniors from 
across the county.
     CEO, which stands for Career 
Education Opportunity, is a two-
period, semester-long, daily com-
mitment. Seniors choose a business 
of profession, interview for a posi-
tion in that business, and then take 
on tasks from that occupation. 
     This year, a total of 67 county 



By Brooke Saam  
     Students often ask what the 
guidelines are for Renaissance. The 
breakdown is as follows:
Gold Card
1. GPA 3.6 minimum and no F’s 
(calculated for the previous full 9 
weeks)
2. No incomplete grades
3. No unexcused absences
4. *2 days of excused absences each 
semester
5. *2 tardy days
6. No administrative disciplinary 
action
7. No PAWS Emergency Removals
With a gold renaissance card, a stu-
dent can exempt three exams.
Red Card
1. GPA 3.00 minimum and no F’s 
(calculated for the previous full 9 
weeks)
2. No incomplete grades

Renaissance Guidelines
3. No unexcused absences
4. *3 days of excused absences each 
semester
5. *2 tardy days
6. No administrative disciplinary 
action
7. No PAWS Emergency removals
With a red renaissance card, a stu-
dent can exempt two exams.
Grey Card
1. 2.5 GPA or .5 improvement in 
GPA and no F’s (calculated for the 
previous full 9 weeks)
2. No incomplete grades
3. No unexcused absences
4. *4 days of excused absences
5. *2 tardy days
6. No administrative disciplinary 
actions
7. No PAWS emergency removal.
With a grey renaissance card, a 
student can exempt 1 exam.

The Van Wert High School FCCLA holds it’s first Cougar Cafe on Friday. Oct. 11, selling cin-
namon rolls, hot chocolate, and coffee. The Cougar Cafe is always popular, with both students 
and teachers.



Juniors Shayna Dull and Dru Johnson have been named 
recipients of the Young Writers 2019 Creativity Award, which 
means their written stories will be published in the 2019 
Young Writers’ Anthology. The stories were submitted to 
Young Writers last year as part of the course work for Van 
Wert High School’s Creative Writing II class.

Makerfest
     For the second time in three 
years, VWHS students took first 
place at the annual MakerFest com-
petition. This year’s event was held 
Friday, Oct. 18, at the Allen County 
Fairgrounds. A total of 72 Van Wert 
students, grades 9-12, traveled to 
Lima to compete.
     MakerFest is a STEM-based 
competition and regional job fair. 
This year’s event saw the largest
student turnout to date, with 1,500 
students from 36 schools engaging 
with about 100 local employers.
Students had a chance to sign up to 
compete in one of 40 events related 
to science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics. From cake 
decorating to robotics, Van Wert 
students competed against other 
schools to exhibit their STEM skills.
     Competitions are scored from a 
high of 5,000 points down to 1,000 
points, with first through third 
place winning teams receiving a 
gold, silver, or bronze medal. This 
year’s competition was close, but 
Van Wert students pulled out the 
win and took home the MakerCup 
trophy.
     The day consisted of more than 
competitions. Each student had a 
separate schedule of events to at-
tend, ranging from competitions 
and breakout sessions to an oppor-
tunity to explore the main exhibit.
     Breakout sessions included 
career-focused presentations rang-
ing from interview and resume help
to personality assessments and 
workplace simulations. The main 
exhibit offered a chance to explore 
different businesses and talk about 
what they do. There were also busi-
ness booths offering free samples 
and activities for students.
     Mr. Koontz said, “We couldn’t be 
more excited about our second win

in three years of competing, but 
MakerFest is about more than win-
ning. It’s about the experience and 
the chance to network with local 
businesses. It’s a great opportunity.
Our students represented them-
selves well.”
     Van Wert is proud of its record. 
Students look forward to returning 
next year to defend their title with 
another first-place trophy.



 By Clayton Proffitt
     The boys’ soccer team ended its 
season Monday, Oct. 14, taking a 
loss to St. Marys. 
     The team finished the season 
with an overall record of 3-12-1, 
facing a very competitive WBL 
lineup. Among its competitors were 
several State ranked opponents.
     Senior standout Gabe Steyer 
spoke on behalf of the team, saying, 
“Obviously, we wanted this season 
to turn out differently, but our guys 

worked hard to try to win games.
Playing in the WBL brings a tough 
schedule with a lot of good teams.”
     He went on to say, “Over the 
course of the year the team im-
proved in its ability to play better 
together, and we improved a lot as 
a team from the beginning of the 
season.”
     Looking ahead to next year, the 
guys plan to keep working hard to 
put together a winning season.

Soccer Season Ends Cross 
Country 
Runners 

Advance to 
Regionals

     
By Clayton Proffitt
     The VWHS Boys’ and Girls’ 
Cross Country finished out their 
season at the WLB meet, held 
Saturday, Oct. 12, at Defiance. The 
Cougar runners ran great races, 
with the boys taking 5th and the 
girls taking 3rd.
     Sophomore Hunter Sherer fin-
ished in 7th place individually, with 
a time of 16:51. In 20th place was 
Sophomore Gage Wannemacher, 
finishing with a time of 17:41.   
     Caylee Phillips of the girls’ team 
finished in 1st place with a time of 
18:42, breaking the WBL meet re-
cord. In 11th place was Kyra Welch, 
with a time of 20:40.
     On Saturday, Oct. 19, Hunter 
Sherer was the only member of the 
guys’ team to advance to region-
als, taking 5th place with a time of 
16:32. Along with Sherer, the girls’ 
team, led by Caylee Phillips’ first 
place finish, placed 4th at districts, 
advancing them to regionals.
     Sherer and the girl’s team will 
compete in Division II regionals on 
Saturday, Oct. 26, at Tiffin.

Seniors march in the annual Spirit Week parade. The home-
coming parade and powder puff football game are always 
a crowd pleaser, both for students and area adults. At this 
year’s game, senior girls successfully defended their title, and 
junior and senior guys dressed in cheerleader uniforms to 
cheered on the girls.



By: Clayton Proffitt
     The guys’ golf team finished the 
season at this year’s Division II 
sectionals, held at Moose Landing 
Country Club in Ottawa, finishing 
sixth in the league.
     At sectionals, the team had an 
overall score of 358, with Senior 
Gavin Flickinger shooting a team
low 85. Evan Knittle shot an 86, 
with Cameron Terhark shooting a 
92, Jace Fast a 95, and Zane Fast a 
96.
      The team finished with an over-
all score of 358.
     Flickinger was the only member 
of the team to advance to section-
als, where he ended his season
with a score of 102.

Golf Season 
Ends at 

Sectionals

Homecoming Game

Senior linebacker Parker Conrad was recently named the 
Van Wert Independent/Northwest Ohio Welch Trophy Student 
Athlete of the Week. (photo by Scott Truxell/Van Wert Inde-
pendent)

The Cougars battled into overtime against the Ottawa 
Glandorf Titans in this year’s homecoming game. It was a 
heartbreaker, as the team fought into overtime, losing the 
game 35-28 at Eggerss Stadium. The boys will close out the 
season with two home games, Oct. 25 and Nov. 1.



Senior Project Becomes
 Senior Capstone

The VWHS Quiz Bowl team competed on Channel 44, WTLW, 
at 9 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 17. Congratulations to the team, 
including William Ogden, Cadence Bowen, Natalie Schreiber, 
and Kaylee Jennings. (Not pictured at the taping, Meghan Jen-
sen also competed.)

     Senior Project has been a VWHS 
graduation requirement for 12 
years. Beginning this year, the
Ohio Department of Education is 
requiring a similar project, called 
Senior Capstone, for every senior 
across the state.
     Senior Capstone guidelines are 
nearly identical to those already set 
up for Van Wert students, so few 
changes are needed. The four parts 
of the State-mandated capstone 
project are as follows:

1. The proposal – each student will 
produce a written proposal nam-
ing a specific agency and covering 
the project objective, a timeline 
for completion of the elements of 
the project, an itemized list of any 
needed resources, and an overview 
of what the student expects to learn 
from the project experience.
2. The anchor experience – the ac-
tual project experience. This should 
demonstrate each student’s pas-
sion and creativity, along with the 
knowledge and skills the student

has gained in high school and 
elsewhere in five core areas: mathe-
matics, research, writing, technolo-
gy, and communication. It includes 
a year-long public service project, 
with a minimum requirement of 10 
volunteer hours for the agency and 
a service event that supports and 
aids the chosen agency.
3. The portfolio – the capstone 
binder (senior binder) contains all 
the documentation connecting the 
project experience to the collec-
tive knowledge and skills learned 
in high school. This includes the 
written proposal, reflections, proof 
of volunteer work, a copy of
the PowerPoint presentation 
produced at the end of the project, 
and written responses, notes and 
artifacts collected throughout the 
year from class meetings, agency
information, capstone forms, and 
other items.
4. The presentation – each student 
will present a summary of the Cap-
stone Project, delivered to a panel
of district-chosen individuals. 

     Each student will talk about the
specific volunteer hours and work 
experiences he or she engaged in, 
the lessons learned, and how the 
experience will affect the student 
after high school. 
     As in the past, Senior Project is 
a critical component of the senior 
year, and, as always, it is a project 
that directly gives back to the Van 
Wert community.
     This year, seniors are already 
volunteering for the agencies each 
class has chosen. Mrs. Wilhelm’s 
senior AP Lit class is supporting 
YWCA, Ms. Brown’s seniors are 
supporting Van Wert Blessings and 
The Salvation Army, and Mrs. Swit-
zer’s seniors are support Van Wert
Blessings and Van Wert Main 
Street.
     As an extension of Senior Cap-
stone (Senior Project), juniors must 
complete three hours of volunteer 
work with community agencies. 
This experience provides insight 
into the various community sup-
port agencies, as well as an intro-
duction to the requirements for the 
more extensive project that is now a 
state-wide graduation requirement.



Oktoberfest

Members of the German Club, along with Advisor Herr Aufderhaar, celebrate this year’s
Oktoberfest, held on Thursday, Sept. 26.

VWHS government classes host a mayoral candidate forum 
Monday, Oct. 21, in the Niswonger Performing Arts Center 
Lecture Hall. The three mayoral candidates are Don Farmer, 
Joe Jared, and Ken Markward.



Spirit Week

Homecoming Festivities 2019


